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Raising Thunder with the Secesh: 
Powell Clayton’s Federal Cavalry at 
Taylor’s Creek and Mount Vernon, 

Arkansas, May 11, 1863
RHONDA M. KOHL

BY LATE SPRING 1863, MAJ. GEN. ULYSSES S. GRANT and his Army of
the Tennessee seemed on the brink of capturing the Mississippi River
stronghold of Vicksburg. With Grant persevering through six months of
unsuccessful maneuvering, Confederates in the west faced for the first
time an unrelenting Federal leader. Confederate brigadier general John S.
Marmaduke persuaded Gen. Theophilus H. Holmes, commanding the
Trans-Mississippi Department, that raids against Federal supply lines
might hinder Grant’s efforts. The Confederates hoped to destroy the Fed-
erals’ supply depots in Missouri, where they stored material and produce
from northern factories and farms before shipping it south. Raids might
also replenish drastically-reduced Confederate supplies and even cause
Grant to divert some Vicksburg-bound troops to the relief of Missouri.
Marmaduke left Batesville, Arkansas, in late April with five thousand
cavalrymen and headed for Union-held river ports in southeast Missouri.
Their main target was the depot at Cape Girardeau. Despite Mar-
maduke’s best efforts, though, the raid was a complete failure. By early
May, the Confederate raider concentrated the remnants of his command
on Crowley’s Ridge, fifty to sixty miles north of Helena, Arkansas. With-
out delay, Federal cavalry forces at Helena took measures to counteract
any move on the part of these Confederate troops into the immediate vi-
cinity. Encounters at Taylor’s Creek and Mount Vernon in St. Francis
County, Arkansas—heretofore only incompletely examined—helped en-
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sure the maintenance of Federal superiority in eastern Arkansas and en-
hanced the prospects of Grant’s success at Vicksburg.

The Federal troops involved in this fighting belonged to the 2nd Cav-
alry Division, Army of the Tennessee, commanded by Col. Cyrus Bus-
sey, 3rd Iowa Cavalry. Bussey’s cavalry regularly patrolled the area
between Wittsburg, Cotton Plant, St. Charles, and Helena.1 His brigade
leaders included Lt. Col. Benjamin L. Wiley, 5th Illinois Cavalry, and
Col. Powell Clayton, 5th Kansas. Wiley, a forty-two-year-old political
appointee from southern Illinois, had little command experience. Clay-
ton, by contrast, had extensive experience, including a military educa-
tion and command of many expeditions in the region. Clayton began his
military career in a militia company at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. He
became lieutenant colonel of the 5th Kansas in December 1861, then as-
sumed command of the regiment in March 1862. The thirty-year-old
Pennsylvania native, who later served as Arkansas’s governor and U.S.
senator during Reconstruction, became one of Bussey’s most trusted
and experienced leaders. Clayton’s guidance molded the 5th Kansas into
a reliable, hard-fighting regiment. The Kansans had a reputation for
ruthless warfare against the local population, who feared the 5th’s effi-
ciency in the burning and pillaging of their homes. Under the direction
of Lt. Col. Wilton A. Jenkins and Maj. Samuel Walker, who commanded
most of the 5th Kansas’s patrols, the regiment earned the nickname
“Walker’s Jayhawkers.” Born in Pennsylvania, the forty-one-year-old
Walker had moved to Kansas in 1855 and became a prominent and in-
fluential Free-Soiler. At the start of hostilities, Walker joined the 1st

Kansas Infantry, serving as captain of Company F before being commis-
sioned major of the 5th Kansas in May 1862. Jenkins joined Company G,
5th Kansas, as a 1st lieutenant in October 1861, but his energetic drive
had propelled him to the rank of lieutenant colonel by May 1862. Jen-
kins also rose rapidly in the esteem of his men, who admired his leader-
ship and fighting abilities.2

1Bussey’s cavalry included the 5th Illinois, 5th Kansas, 1st Indiana, four companies of
the 2nd Arkansas, and six companies of the 3rd Iowa.

2“Powell Clayton,” in Biographical Directory of the American Congress, 1774-1989,
ed. Kathryn Allamong Jacob and Bruce A. Ragsdale (Washington, DC: Government Print-
ing Office, 1989), 791; William P. Zuber, My Eighty Years in Texas (Austin: University of
Texas Press, 1971), 186; “Samuel Walker,” in A Standard History of Kansas and Kansans,
ed. William E. Connelley (Chicago: Lewis, 1918), http://skyways.lib.ks.us/genweb/
archives/1918ks/biow/walkers.html (accessed June 10, 2005); The War of the Rebellion: A
Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, 128 vols.
(Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 1880-1901), ser. 1, vol. 22, pt. 1, p. 324
[hereafter cited as OR; all references are to series 1].
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In the late summer 1862, Bussey’s troops had been challenged by
Confederate cavalry, who began patrolling the Helena area with orders
to disrupt Federal operations. One of the Federal cavalry’s most success-
ful adversaries was Maj. William Walton, 21st Texas Cavalry. An ardent
secessionist, Walton had joined the 21st Texas in March 1862. His hand-
picked scouting parties joined a growing body of troops who became no-
torious for capturing Federal cavalry stragglers, ambushing foraging par-
ties, and generally creating havoc. Walton’s Texans, men from Alfred
Johnson’s Texas Spy company, and George W. Rutherford and Samuel
Corley’s cavalry companies soon had the Federal troops on high alert. To
counteract their success, Federals patrolled a fifteen-mile radius around
Helena daily. Even with heightened vigilance, Confederate cavalry am-
bushed and captured seventy-six men from the 5th Illinois forage train
near McAlpin’s plantation, six miles southwest of Helena on Old Town
Road, on October 22, 1862. Revenge was swift. The 5th Illinois burned
homes in the area, including structures at the McAlpin and Johnson plan-
tations, where they found discarded forage wagons. Lt. John P. Mann, 5th

Illinois, penned a vivid report of the destruction: 

Such a scene of devastation I had never before witnessed. Splen-
did mansions, large cotton barns, stables and meat and carriages,
[and] houses were all in ashes, while furniture and household
property of every description, including fine libraries in some
cases, was laying scattered around the yards in wild confusion. .
. . Chared remains and smoking ruins is all that [is] now to be
seen of those once stately edifices. The comforts and luxury of
peace, have been exchanged for the devasting scenes of war.
Desolation and ruin follows.3

The burning of the plantations generated hostility and hatred for the Fed-
eral cavalry in the Helena area and was a harbinger of the escalation of
violence between the Confederate and Federal forces.

3John P. Mann Diary, Oct. 24, 1862, transcript, John P. Mann Papers, Morris
Library, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale; Corley, Rutherford, and Johnson’s
cavalry companies participated in the ambush on the 5th Illinois forage train; OR, vol.
13, p. 835; William Martin Walton, An Epitome of My Life: Civil War Reminiscences by
Buck Walton (Austin: Waterloo Press, 1965), 27-32; Janet B. Hewett, Noah A. Trudeau
and Bryce A. Suderow, eds., Supplement to the Official Records of the Union and Con-
federate Armies (Wilmington: Broadfoot Publishing, 1994-2005), Part II, vol. 7, p. 543
[hereafter cited as Supplement to OR]; ibid. Part I, vol. 3, pp. 70-74. Anne J. Bailey
described the animosity between the 5th Kansas and the 21st Texas Cavalry as the type of
contest “in which the craftiest won;” Bailey, Between the Enemy and Texas: Parsons’s
Texas Cavalry in the Civil War (Fort Worth: Texas Christian University Press, 1989), 87.
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As deadly fighting continued, both sides scored points, but it was the
4th Iowa Cavalry that delivered the coup de grâce with the capture in Oc-
tober 1862 of Lt. Col. Dewitt C. Giddings, a Pennsylvania native and
commander of the 21st Texas Cavalry. Giddings’ capture was embarrass-
ment enough for the Confederate army, but, because of the colonel’s rep-
utation, the Federals sent him to a St. Louis prison and did not exchange
him for two months. His nephew, Edmund T. Giddings, vowed revenge.
Maj. Walker, 5th Kansas, took it personally and captured and killed the
nineteen-year-old in early 1863.4 

Tensions intensified in spring 1863, but the Federals gained some re-
lief from attacks during Marmaduke’s jaunt to Cape Girardeau. After the
Missouri defeat in late April, Marmaduke returned to Arkansas, scatter-
ing his cavalry from Wittsburg to Marianna for rest and recuperation.
Marmaduke, a Missouri native and West Point graduate, began the war
as a colonel in the Missouri militia before organizing a cavalry division
in October 1862. His cavalry leaders included Col. George Washington
Carter, a thirty-seven-year-old Methodist minister from Virginia who
raised and organized the 21st, 24th, and 25th Texas Cavalry regiments.
Carter maintained command of the 21st Texas until given brigade com-
mand in Marmaduke’s forces. Carter’s forces included Nathan M. Bur-
ford’s 19th Texas Cavalry, the 21st Texas Cavalry, now commanded by
Giddings, Charles L. Morgan’s cavalry squadron, and Capt. Joseph H.
Pratt’s 10th Texas Artillery. Col. Colton Greene, an Elkhorn Tavern vet-
eran, commanded Marmaduke’s second brigade. In 1862, Greene had or-
ganized the 3rd Missouri Cavalry, a regiment of partisan rangers for the
Confederate army. Greene’s Missouri cavalry joined Lt. Col. Merritt L.
Young’s 10th Missouri Cavalry and two mountain howitzers in the bri-
gade. Col. Archibald Dobbin commanded the 1st Arkansas Cavalry. A
thirty-six-year-old Tennessee native, Dobbin owned land in and around
Phillips County, Arkansas. Helena was familiar stomping ground not
only for Dobbin but for many of his cavalrymen.5 

4William Forse Scott, The Story of a Cavalry Regiment: The Career of the Fourth
Iowa Veteran Volunteers from Kansas to Georgia, 1861-1865 (New York: G. P. Putnam’s
Sons, 1893), 50-52; Bailey, Between the Enemy and Texas, 88-90.

5Ezra J. Warner, Generals in Gray: Lives of the Confederate Commanders (Baton
Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1959), 211-212; Anne J. Bailey, “George Wash-
ington Carter,” Handbook of Texas Online, http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/
CC/fca70.html (accessed June 10, 2005); Carole E. Christian, “Dewitt Clinton Giddings,”
ibid., http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/GG/fgi5.html (accessed June 10,
2005); James Monroe Massey, “Dobbins’ 1st Arkansas Cavalry, C.S.A.,” Edward G. Ger-
des Civil War Homepage, http://couchgenweb.com/civilwar/dobbhist.htm (accessed June
10, 2005); OR, vol. 22, pt. 1, p. 324.
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On May 6, Bussey ordered his cavalry to mount up for an expedition
to stop Marmaduke’s forces. Bussey called on Col. Powell Clayton to
command. The mission had the following objectives: to scour the coun-
try lying east of the White River, north to Bayou DeView and Cotton
Plant in Woodruff County, then return east to the St. Francis River, de-
stroy all the forage Marmaduke’s retreating forces might use, and, if pos-
sible, intercept Marmaduke’s men on their way to Cotton Plant and Little
Rock. The destruction of property and forage were paramount, for it
would leave the countryside uninhabitable and unusable by Confederate
cavalry. The expedition involved two separate forces. Clayton’s cavalry
contained detachments of the 5th Kansas (325 men) commanded by Jen-
kins; 5th Illinois (425 men) under Maj. James Farnan, a wealthy Irish
physician from Sparta, Illinois; 1st Indiana Cavalry (200 men) com-
manded by the twenty-six-year-old Lt. Col. Thomas N. Pace, and three
cannon. This force would take the southern route along the Little Rock
Road, which headed west from Helena to Clarendon. A second unit un-
der Col. Samuel A. Rice, 33rd Iowa Infantry, included the 33rd Iowa In-
fantry (450 men), the 28th Wisconsin Infantry (400 men), the 3rd Iowa
Cavalry (200 men), and two guns from the 3rd Iowa Battery. Rice’s force,
which contained the expedition’s supply wagons, took the Moro and Cot-
ton Plant Road, which angled northwest from Helena. Switzer’s farm,
near Cotton Plant, became the targeted meeting point for the two forces.6

The Union soldiers left Helena at daylight on May 6. Six miles west
of Helena, Clayton’s troops veered south on the Little Rock Road. The
column rode for almost twenty miles, reaching Big Creek about 3:00 P.M.
Rebel forces on the western bank fired on the Federal cavalrymen, who
dismounted and fired back, causing the Rebels to retreat quickly. Clayton
made camp for the night when he determined that the Rebels had de-
stroyed the Big Creek Bridge. The cavalrymen tore down houses along

6First-person accounts of Clayton’s expedition indicated either three howitzers or
three cannon accompanied the cavalry. One source believed the artillery belonged to the
Dubuque (3rd Iowa) Battery. That battery’s history does not indicate participation in Clay-
ton’s expedition, though one section of the Dubuque Battery did accompany Rice. The
cannon may have belonged to the 1st Indiana Cavalry, who had three small, steel, breech-
loading rifled artillery, using two pound solid shot. Supplement to OR, Part I, vol. 4, p.
124, Part II, vol. 7, pp. 545-546; ibid, vol. 15, pp. 176, 179; A. F. Sperry, History of the
33d Iowa Infantry Volunteer Regiment 1863-6 (Fayetteville: University of Arkansas Press,
1999), 259; John P. Mann to Nancy Mann, May 15, 1863, Mann Papers; John W. Burke to
sister, May 24, 1863, John W. Burke Papers, Illinois State Historical Library, Springfield;
Jonas H. Roe to Celina Roe, May 15, 1863, Jonas H. Roe Papers, Illinois State Historical
Library; George E. Flanders to brother, May 14, 1863, George E. Flanders Papers, Civil
War Letters, microfilm 767, Kansas State Historical Society, Topeka; August Bondi, “Per-
sonal Reminiscences, 1861-1865,” chap. 4, p. 25, transcript, Kansas State Historical Soci-
ety.
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the waterway to obtain wood for a floating bridge. Diligent work finished
the pontoon by midnight, and the cavalrymen ferried across the artillery
the next morning. The entire command had crossed the creek by noon the
next day.7

The Federal cavalry column rode through well-improved country on
May 7, burning all the corn, forage, and bacon the horsemen found, and,
as one soldier noted, “our instructions were carried out as well as fire
could do it.”8 A select group of men commanded by Major Walton, 21st

Texas Cavalry, fired upon the Federal advance several times that day.
Walton had been ordered to follow the Federal cavalrymen and report to
Carter all that he saw. What Walton witnessed horrified him.

They [Federals] were leaving behind them land & water, & noth-
ing else. The people were turned out of their houses—not being
permitted to remove their household goods—and their houses set
on fire & burned to the ground. Horses that were of any value, &
mules were carried away—cows, oxen, and hogs were shot as
they run . . . . nothing of civilization was left. We were close in
their rear & saw houses burning–and the fresh blood running
from animals freshly shot.9

The Union troops rode to within eight miles of Clarendon, where
they stopped at a plantation the Rebels used as a picket post. A brief skir-
mish with the pickets resulted in the Federals taking several prisoners
and killing one Confederate. They also confiscated several prizes: a few
Sharps rifles and a Confederate uniform coat. The cavalry probably
stopped at Pride’s plantation, located seven miles southeast of Claren-
don. Pride’s and several other area properties were favorite stops for the
cavalrymen during their patrols of Clarendon. Each time the Federals
paid a visit, they found the best food a horseman could confiscate. This
time, the boys discovered beef, bacon, corn, and chickens and ate well
that night.10

The Federal troops rode toward Clarendon early in the morning of
May 8. Two companies of the 5th Kansas entered the town, only to dis-

7George E. Flanders to brother, May 14, 1863, Flanders Papers; John P. Mann to
Nancy Mann, May 15, 1863, Mann Papers; John W. Burke to sister, May 24, 1863, Burke
Papers.

8John W. Burke to sister, May 24, 1863, Burke Papers.
9Walton, Epitome of My Life, 55.
10Ibid., 55-56; John P. Mann to Nancy Mann, May 15, 1863, Mann Papers; John P.

Mann Diary, August 8, August 14, Sept. 10-11, 1862, January 15, 1863, ibid.; Supplement
to the Official Records, Part I, vol. 4, p. 124.
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cover it deserted. Clarendon sits just south of the mouth of the Cache
where the road connecting Memphis and Little Rock crossed the White
River. With Clarendon serving as the eastern gateway to Little Rock, de-
fense of the town became extremely important to the Confederates.
Many Federal scouting parties, expeditions, and skirmishes centered on
Clarendon between July 1862 and May 1863, with the Federals occupy-
ing the town at least three times during this period.11

For months, the Federals had heard rumors about a secret camp
around Clarendon where Rebels hid slaves from Federal raiding parties.
Colonel Clayton decided to investigate and ordered Jenkins and a de-
tachment of the 5th Kansas to find the camp and rescue the slaves. Jen-
kins engaged a local guide who led the regiment through eight miles of
nearly impassable bayous and sloughs to an island where the slaves
were hidden. When the Kansans reached the island, pandemonium
erupted as men, women, and children fled screaming. An astonished
participant recorded the event: “They immediately turned and fled; and
now commenced a scene which baffles description—the boys after
them, and the Colonel [Jenkins] foremost, shouting at the top of their
voices for them to stop, that no harm was meant them.” The chase con-
tinued for more than thirty minutes with the Kansas horsemen capturing
all but three of the slaves. After questioning, Jenkins discovered that the
terrified slaves believed the Federals would place them in the front line
of battle, where they would be killed. The Kansas boys also found and
destroyed canister shot for six-pounder guns and a large amount of pow-
der and lead.12

While Jenkins grappled with the slaves, Clayton and the remainder
of the troops headed north along the Military Road toward Cotton Plant,
traveling through heavily timbered land that contained only a few houses
and plantations. At midday, the troops stopped at Rogers’ plantation and
confiscated two boxes of good bacon. Later that day, they made camp
along the edge of a marsh by a farmhouse that provided beef for their
evening meal.

Clayton started early the next morning, moving the cavalry over
poor, swampy roads. The area had a desolate feeling, probably due, as
one Union diarist suggested, to the many abandoned houses along the
route. The men arrived at Switzer’s farm before noon. Switzer’s stood in

11John P. Mann to Nancy Mann, May 15, 1863, Mann Papers; OR, vol. 22, pt. 1, pp.
216-219; ibid., pt. 2, pp. 52-53. For information concerning operations in and around Clar-
endon from July 1862 to May 1863, see OR, vols. 13 and 22.

12The fate of the rescued slaves is unknown. There are no Union action reports for
this expedition and only one Federal first-person account of the incident. Supplement to
OR, Part I, vol. 4, pp. 124-125.
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a little prairie, at the junction of the Military and Cotton Plant roads, five
miles from Bayou DeView. The beauty of the place prompted Lieutenant
Mann to compose an elaborate image for his wife: “The country is very
bad and swampy [but] interspersed with little praries of rare beauty and
primitive loveliness. I rode out into the middle of the one near our picket
post at sunset this evening and do not ever remember of seeing anything
in natural scenery so lovely. Two trees stood out near the center of the
prarie adding much to the beauty of the place.”13

Other Federal soldiers paid a nostalgic visit to the battlefield at Cot-
ton Plant, where the 1st Indiana had fought and defeated Texas cavalry
the preceding July. Surprised at the condition of the battlefield, one vet-
eran described the scene: “We rode over the field which still bears marks
of the dispute and the six long graves in which we buried one hundred
and fifty two Secesh are still plainly to be seen.” If the cavalrymen had
patrolled Cotton Plant instead of sightseeing, they might have found
40,000 pounds of bacon the Confederates had hidden.14

By mid-afternoon, the second force, under Rice, arrived with the
supply wagons. The cavalrymen drew coffee, bread, sugar, and salt,
which supplemented the confiscated food. The boys enjoyed a leisurely
afternoon, and by early evening Jenkins and the 5th Kansas rejoined the
command. They brought a mulatto slave named Buck, who may have
guided them to the island or been one of the slaves freed by the Kansans.
No one really remembered how or when Buck joined the regiment, but
he stayed close to Jenkins’s men for the remainder of the expedition.15

That same day, May 9, at a Confederate camp on Crowley’s Ridge,
Marmaduke received reports from Walton’s scouts of the approaching
Federal column. Marmaduke speculated the Federals’ goal was to de-
stroy the enormous cache of Confederate supplies at Cotton Plant or cap-
ture Dobbin’s cavalry at Hughes’ Ferry on the L’Anguille River. The
Confederate command moved into high gear, preparing for the Federal
assault. Carter, whose troops were positioned north of the Memphis-Lit-
tle Rock road just west of Crowley’s Ridge, believed he could surprise
and capture the Union troops, which he speculated numbered sixteen
hundred cavalry and infantry with six pieces of artillery. He immediately
sent scouts to Wittsburg to protect his left flank, while the rest of the his
brigade marched toward Marianna by way of Seaburn’s Bridge, where
the Military Road crossed the L’Anguille. Greene’s two Missouri cavalry

13John P. Mann to Nancy Mann, May 15, 1863, Mann Papers.
14John W. Burke to sister, May 24, 1863, Burke Papers; OR, vol. 22, pt. 2, pp. 836-

837.
15August Bondi, “Personal Reminiscences,” 25.



156 ARKANSAS HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

regiments and the mountain howitzers moved to join Carter. They hoped
to reach Dobbin at Hughes’ and reinforce him before the Federal column
attacked. Carter’s forces, including Dobbin, amounted to two thousand
men, with Pratt’s four-gun battery and two mountain howitzers. Carter’s
column headed for Taylor’s Creek, a small town east of Seaburn’s Bridge
now known as Colt.16

Early May 10, the two Federal forces parted, with Rice’s column
heading back toward Helena by way of Marianna and LaGrange. Clay-
ton’s men moved east on the Military Road. In 1821, Congress autho-
rized the construction of this road from Memphis to Little Rock. Its route
followed an already established trail from the Mississippi River west,
crossing the St. Francis River near the present borders between Cross and
St. Francis Counties, and continuing due west through Taylor’s Creek,
over the L’Anguille River toward Cotton Plant, then south to Clarendon,
where it crosses the White River. Large sections of the road, especially
from Cotton Plant to Taylor’s Creek, were often covered with water and
infested with mosquitoes. Nevertheless, it was the only safe, all-weather
route through the wetlands that stretched from the Cache to the L’An-
guille.

Clayton’s men easily rode the first six miles as the Military Road east
of Switzer’s farm ran through level prairie. Eventually, the cavalry en-
tered heavy timber and the land became waterlogged and swampy. Here
the road was corduroyed for easier passage but “not wide enough to turn
a wagon on, and a deep ditch on either side.” One cavalryman recorded
his amazement that the swamp contained white mud, for he had never
seen anything but the black swamps of Illinois. The men also entertained
themselves by catching fish (one a foot long!) with their sabers from their
mounts’ backs. The column finally paused near Seaburn’s Bridge, the
only causeway over the L’Anguille in the area. A soldier described the
bridge as old-fashioned, being “highest in the middle[,] like the hump on
a camel’s back.” Seaburn’s was twenty to twenty-five miles from Swit-
zer’s. After scattering Walton’s scouts, who had stopped just east of the
bridge to rest, the Federal cavalrymen made camp and prepared their
evening meal.17

Clayton decided to hold the bridge and divide his force. By retaining
the bridge, Clayton secured his right flank and possibly the Federal’s only
escape route if Rebels were present in large numbers to his south. The 1st

Indiana, supported by 5th Illinois, Company B, and the artillery, stayed

16OR, vol. 22, pt. 1, pp. 323-324; ibid., pt. 2, pp. 836-837. 
17Supplement to OR, Part I, vol. 4, p. 125; John P. Mann to Nancy Mann, May 15,

1863, Mann Papers; Walton, Epitome of My Life, 56.
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with Clayton at Seaburn’s, while the rest of the 5th Illinois (Companies K,
G, F) and the 5th Kansas, under Jenkins, continued five miles east to Tay-
lor’s Creek. That night, Jenkins camped on the property of Dr. Cobb, a
Confederate sympathizer. After Cobb had helped murder a Union man, his
home was burned down, but Cobb had built another. When the cavalrymen
completed their dinner, they set fire to Cobb’s property, including a large
barn, and “laughed at his calamity.”18

At 2:00 A.M., Jenkins received orders from Clayton to proceed south
the next morning to Hughes’ Ferry, via Mount Vernon, to discover the
whereabouts of Dobbin’s cavalry and determine whether the ferry was
a viable crossing point for the expedition forces. Jenkins also received
information from local informants that Marmaduke’s forces were within
five miles of the Federal camp and would attack before morning. Jen-
kins disregarded the intelligence and failed to send out reconnaissance
to determine the Rebels’ location. The consequences of this mistake
would place Jenkins’s cavalrymen in a precarious situation and isolated
them from Clayton by a force twice their size.19

Carter’s headquarters, located seven miles from Wittsburg on the
Batesville and Memphis Road, bustled with activity. Marmaduke had
arrived in camp from Jacksonport about 3 P.M. on May 10. Carter’s
troops were already moving toward Taylor’s Creek and Seaburn’s
Bridge. Scouts reported Federal troops had crossed the bridge and made
camp at Taylor’s Creek, but they failed to report that Clayton had di-
vided his cavalry forces. Marmaduke ordered Dobbin to move his com-
mand north to Seaburn’s by way of the west side of the L’Anguille to
prevent the Federals from recrossing the bridge. Carter’s forces would
assault Clayton from the east, trapping the Federals in a two-pronged as-
sault. Marmaduke and Carter joined their cavalry column and camped
four miles from Taylor’s Creek about midnight. They were only a few
miles north of Jenkins’s Federal camp.20

18Supplement to OR, Part I, vol. 4, pp. 125-126; John W. Burke to sister, May 24,
1863, Burke Papers; John P. Mann to Nancy Mann, May 15, 1863, Mann Papers. Reports
refer to Taylor’s Creek or Taylorsville as the place the Federals camped on the night of
May 10. The reports indicate the site was four to ten miles east of Seaburn’s Bridge, sug-
gesting the name does not refer to the creek but instead to the town Taylor’s Creek, named
after one of its first settlers, William M. Taylor. When the Iron Mountain railroad built a
station at the town in 1882, the settlers changed the town’s name to Colt to honor the con-
tractor who built the station.

19Supplement to OR, Part I, vol. 4, p. 126; George E. Flanders to brother, May 14,
1863, Flanders Papers; John W. Burke to sister, May 24, 1863, Burke Papers; John P.
Mann to Nancy Mann, May 15, 1863, Mann Papers.

20OR, vol. 22, pt. 1, p. 324.
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 A little after sunrise on May 11, Carter moved against Clayton at
Seaburn’s Bridge. Clayton had sent out scouting parties toward Taylor’s
Creek in response to rumors about nearby Confederate troops. The two
forces met at the crossroads between 9:00 and 10:00 A.M.21 With his
early move against Clayton, Marmaduke hoped to distract the Federals
so that Dobbin’s troops might ride north toward Seaburn’s. The Confed-
erate general, unaware that the Federal cavalry and infantry had sepa-
rated, believed he confronted Clayton’s entire command of cavalry,
infantry, and artillery (some 1,500 to 1,800 men) and that his troops
would soon have the Federals surrounded. Clayton, however, only had
approximately 230 men and three pieces of artillery, a far cry from
Carter’s two thousand cavalry and six guns. Though the 1st Indiana,
commanded by newly-promoted Lt. Col. Thomas N. Pace, initially
drove back Carter’s advance, the Federals were in danger of being
caught between one force twice as large as their own and another even
larger.22

Once the Confederate advance engaged the Indiana cavalry, Mar-
maduke ordered forward two pieces of artillery in hopes of forestalling
further progress of the Federals. Considering the odds against Clayton,
advance and attack were probably the last things on his mind. More than
likely, Clayton’s thoughts turned toward retreat without loss of his com-
mand.

After dismounting all his troops and placing them in line of battle,
Marmaduke pushed the cavalry forward to locate the Federals and bring
on a fight. Both advances met, resulting in a brisk engagement, where
the men fought mounted and dismounted. Clayton realized he was about
to be overwhelmed and quickly retreated to Seaburn’s, with Young’s
10th Missouri Cavalry in hot pursuit. A sharp fight developed between
Young’s Missourians, Greene’s mountain howitzers, and Clayton’s
Hoosiers and their artillery. It was now about 10:00 A.M., and no one had
heard from Dobbin.

Marmaduke learned quickly that Clayton had divided his cavalry,
but he still did not know the actual strength of the enemy or the location

21In Marmaduke’s May 24 report, he mistakes the date of the battle, writing that it
occurred on May 12. The report of the 5th Kansas orderly sergeant also misdates the battle
to April 11, 1863. Federal regimental documents and all first-person accounts used in this
article, however, confirm May 11 as the date. See Supplement to OR, Part I, vol. 4, pp.
124-126; ibid., Part II, vol. 15, p. 179; ibid., vol. 21, p. 264.

22Walton must have passed the Federal forces while they rested at Switzer’s farm
late May 9 and sent word that night to Marmaduke about the column’s size and struc-
ture. Walton probably did not come into contact with Clayton again until the afternoon
of May 10, when the Federal cavalry scattered Walton’s scouts at Seaburn’s Bridge. OR,
vol. 22, pt. 1, pp. 324-325; Walton, Epitome of My Life, 55-56.
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of the second force. Fearing that Jenkins’s force could hear Greene’s ar-
tillery and come to Clayton’s rescue, Marmaduke sent seven hundred
men from Carter’s brigade and two pieces from Pratt’s artillery three
miles down the road to Mount Vernon to guard his center. He also sent
two hundred of Giddings’ men and Greene’s five hundred men to Tay-
lor’s Creek to guard his left flank. To confuse issues further, Young re-
ported the Federals at the bridge were in strong force and advancing,
having come up by way of the L’Anguille. Believing Jenkins’s force had
somehow returned to the bridge and reinforced Clayton, Marmaduke re-
called Carter’s forces to strengthen Young at the bridge. Carter immedi-
ately set out for Seaburn’s but had gone only one mile when he learned
that Jenkins’s Federal column had actually moved south, burning and
pillaging the countryside. He immediately relayed this information to
Marmaduke and again turned his forces south to pursue Jenkins.23

Meanwhile, Marmaduke joined Young at the bridge to assess the sit-
uation. The Confederate commander still did not realize Clayton had so

23OR, vol. 22, pt. 1, p. 325.
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few men. The Federals held the bridge and their avenue of retreat west
along the Military Road, guarding it with their artillery. The Confeder-
ates’ approach to Seaburn’s was on a three-quarter-of-a-mile-long
causeway through a miry swamp of dense undergrowth and heavy tim-
ber. Marmaduke became convinced that Clayton held too strong a posi-
tion for Young’s five hundred Confederates to dislodge him without
great loss, if it could be done at all. With no word from Dobbin, Mar-
maduke’s attack stalled. At this point, Clayton had a clear avenue of es-
cape to the west. Yet he stayed at the bridge until nightfall probably to
preserve an escape route for Jenkins and the rest of the brigade.24

Jenkins with the 5th Illinois and 5th Kansas, however, was heading
away from Clayton. After a hearty breakfast, courtesy of food taken
from locals, they had left Taylor’s Creek about 6:00 A.M. They probably
missed Carter’s advance by only an hour or two. The Federals were
headed toward Madison, where it was rumored Dobbin camped with his
Arkansas cavalry. They rode past Mount Vernon, then turned east onto
the Madison Road, which crosses Crowley’s Ridge. The troops were
within four miles of the town when they learned that Dobbin had left
two days ago. Jenkins decided to move toward Hughes’ Ferry, and soon
they descended into the L’Anguille Valley, where they stopped at a fine
plantation. There they found a large cache of meat, honey, bacon,
chicken, and turkey, and every man took enough for a couple of meals.25

Back in the saddle, Jenkins had the boys follow the base of the ridge
until they came to McDaniel’s Mills, located seven miles from Hughes’
Ferry and used by the Confederates as a recruiting station and flour mill.
After taking the mill owner, a Confederate captain, and several others
prisoners, the cavalrymen did what they did best: burnt the mill and de-
stroyed fifty to sixty thousand bushels of corn. Here Jenkins received
word from Buck that Marmaduke had moved to Taylor’s Creek with six
thousand men and had laid plans to cut Jenkins off from Clayton. The
Federals believed Dobbin would move north from Hughes’ Ferry with
five hundred men, while Marmaduke would move south and attack. Jen-
kins immediately realized their predicament: Marmaduke blocked their
northern and Dobbin, he thought, their southern escape routes, and with
the St. Francis River to the east and the L’Anguille to the west, they were
trapped and could either fight or swim. Jenkins chose to fight. He or-
dered the 5th Illinois to backtrack four miles north to the Widow Hin-

24Ibid, pp. 325-326. Since there are no first-person accounts from the Union troops at
Seaburn’s, Clayton’s actions will never be fully understood. 

25John W. Burke to sister, May 24, 1863, Burke Papers; John P. Mann to Nancy
Mann, May 15, 1863, Mann Papers.
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ton’s plantation to feed their horses and eat their evening meal. The 5th

Kansas passed the plantation about 4:00 P.M., and Jenkins ordered the
5th Illinois to finish their meal and quickly follow.26

Around 5:00 P.M., a small squad from Company K, 5th Kansas, with
Sgt. August Bondi in command, neared Mount Vernon, a small town two
miles south of Taylor’s Creek. This Vienna-born emigrant co-founded
the Kansas Free-State movement and had fought with John Brown in the
1856 battle of Black Jack. Bondi sent Sgt. Jacob Eby and John Gerth
twenty-five paces ahead, to scout the area around a slight curve in the
road. Within minutes Eby and Gerth struck the Confederate advance
guard from Burford’s 19th Texas and Morgan’s Cavalry. The loud and so-
norous volley of the Texans’ double-barreled shotguns followed the
quick, sharp report of the Kansans’ rifles. Bondi immediately ordered his
small squad to dismount and deploy as skirmishers to the right of the
road. He also ordered his men to shoot their Lefaucheaux revolvers to
produce smoke to disguise the size of his small group. On hearing these
opening shots, Jenkins instantly sent word to the 5th Illinois that he des-
perately needed reinforcements. The Illinois regiment received Jenkins’s
order in less than an hour and immediately saddled up, riding their horses
at the double quick.27

The 5th Kansas contained battle-hardened soldiers, veterans of al-
most two years of active service. They had spent the last nine months
skirmishing with Confederate cavalry raiders in and around Helena. Now
the Kansans had an opportunity to meet their adversary head on and raise
thunder with the Secesh.28 

The regiment immediately went into action. Capt. Stephen R. Har-
rington brought up the remainder of Company K, 5th Kansas, and de-
ployed them to the left of the road. Major Jenkins followed with the rest
of the regiment. The area was heavily timbered with large pines and very
little underbrush except old fallen trees and trunks. Each man sought ref-
uge behind a tree, except Jenkins, who rode to the front and stood his
ground atop his mount in the road. Their opposition, seven hundred men
from Carter’s brigade, including their main adversary, the 21st Texas,

26Supplement to OR, Part I, vol. 4, p. 126; John P. Mann to Nancy Mann, May 15,
1863, Mann Papers; George E. Flanders to brother, May 14, 1863, Flanders Papers; Jonas
H. Roe to Celina Roe, May 15, 1863, Roe Papers; John W. Burke to sister, May 24, 1863,
Burke Papers.

27“August Bondi,” in Standard History of Kansas and Kansans, http://sky-
ways.lib.ks.us/genweb/archives/1918ks/biob/bondia.html (accessed June 10, 2004);
Bondi, “Personal Reminiscences,” 25-26; Zuber, My Eighty Years in Texas, 186; Supple-
ment to OR, Part I, vol. 4, p. 126; John P. Mann to Nancy Mann, May 15, 1863, Mann
Papers; Jonas H. Roe to Celina Roe, May 15, 1863, Roe Papers.

28George E. Flanders to brother, May 14, 1863, Flanders Papers.
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were drawn up in line of battle across the road, about one hundred yards
in advance. None of the Confederate commanding officers sought cover;
one officer brazenly sat atop a fine gray, in clear view of the enemy guns.
Some Federals mistakenly identified him as Confederate general Will-
iam Lewis Cabell.29

The Confederates made such an imposing force, the Federals decided
to find a more favorable position for their defense. The Kansans moved
slowly forward to a large oak tree that had been downed by a storm and
now lay across the roadway, blocking most of the road. The tree made
perfect cover for about forty Kansans. Here Jenkins decided to make his
stand. The large oak provided the perfect reinforcement for the Federal
center (Companies G and I), while the flanks and rear, protected by Com-
panies K, A, D, and F, were well posted with men armed with Sharps car-
bines, secured behind trees.30

29Bondi, “Personal Reminiscences,” 26; George E. Flanders to brother, May 14,
1863, Flanders Papers; Supplement to OR, Part I, vol. 4, pp. 126-127.

30Supplement to OR, Part I, vol. 4, p. 127; Bondi, “Personal Reminiscences,” 26.
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Jenkins had just finished his deployment when the Confederates
poured forth a heavy volley and parted to the right and left, making way
for those behind them. When the firing ceased, the Federals were aston-
ished to find Texas cavalrymen charging down at them at full speed: the
officers waving their sabers, colors out front. Sixty yards from the Fed-
erals, the Texans broke into their distinctive Rebel yell, “such as might
have come from 10,000 Camanche Indians.”31

At the crisis of the attack, Jenkins showed the kind of personal lead-
ership that can make the difference between victory and defeat. The 5th

Kansas orderly sergeant penned an account of Jenkins’s brave stand be-
fore the Rebel guns.

Then it was that our Lieutenant-Colonel showed of what stuff he
was made. Sitting calmly and bravely on his horse, right amidst
his men, he encouraged them both by orders and example. ‘Re-
serve your fire, men, until they are close on you, and then let ev-
ery shot tell.’ And how they obeyed, the sequel but too well
showed. When within thirty or forty yards, they were met by
such a storm of balls as made many a gallant rider bite the dust;
and though the weight and impetus of the column carried them
almost to us, the fire was so severe and concentrated[,] they
broke right and left and retreated, leaving several dead and
wounded behind.32

 The Confederates kept up a constant fire for about fifteen minutes
before the Texans charged again. Two Confederate officers and a flag
bearer led the second assault. The Kansans immediately recognized one
field officer as Colonel Carter, who had been in their camp for three
days under a flag of truce the previous fall. With a wild yell, the Rebels
started forward, their colors waving in the wind. Colonel Jenkins, still
astride his horse “while the lead was whistling all around him,” ordered
his men to hold their fire until the enemy was within thirty yards, at
which time he yelled, “Give it to them, boys, and fire low!” The volley
from the Kansans’ guns toppled Capt. Martin M. Kenny, Company B,
21st Texas, and the Rebel colorbearer, who tumbled headlong from his
saddle close to the Federal line. The Rebels broke left and right as in
their first charge, but during this maneuver a Texan Ranger saw the col-
ors lying on the ground, and “swinging himself clear over to one side [of

31Supplement to OR, Part I, vol. 4, p. 127; George E. Flanders to brother, May 14,
1863, Flanders Papers.

32Supplement to OR, Part I, vol. 4, pp. 127-128.
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his horse], gathered them up and rode off.” Even the Kansas cavalrymen
believed “a piece of bravery and gallantry was performed worthy of a
far-famed ranger.”33

The Federal soldiers witnessed another act of bravery when Buck
stood and fought in the ranks of the 5th Kansas. This was the first time
the Kansans had fought side-by-side with a freed slave. During the Tex-
ans’ second assault, Buck stood in the thickest fray, and, when Priv.
Wesley A. Hurd, Company A, received a bullet in the thigh, Buck
picked up the fallen Sharps rifle, threw off his hat, and, as one soldier
reported, “faught as brave as the bravest [and] was known to have shot
at least one of the Rebels.” Others suggested that Buck did not know
how to load and fire the breechloader and was ordered to take cover.
Whatever the case, the 5th Kansas saw how a slave would fight for his
freedom. In a letter that recounted Buck’s brave stand, Priv. Jonas Roe,
5th Illinois, confessed, “the blacks are our only friends here.”34

The Texans took heavy casualties, including two captains, two pri-
vates, and three lieutenants. Many horses perished in the engagement.
During the lull between charges, a few Kansans tried to succor the in-
jured Texans, who were crying out for water. Bondi and Sgt. Maj. Wil-
liam C. Gillpatrict stepped out from behind trees, raised their hands,
then placed their carbines on the ground. The two relief workers slowly
moved toward the wounded and “gave him a hearty drink.” When Bondi
asked Lt. William B. McGehee about his regiment and how many men
they had fought, McGehee, who had been shot through the bladder, ve-
hemently replied that the Texans had enough men to avenge his death.
Even the prospect of death did not quell the desire for revenge and re-
taliation among these bitter opponents.35

The Rebels attempted a third charge but only came part way before
seeing the futility of it and retreating to their line. Darkness was falling

33A newspaper account, written by the 5th Kansas orderly sergeant, reported that
Carter was shot during the second charge, but this was not confirmed by any Confederate
account. Supplement to OR, Part I, vol. 4, p. 128; Zuber, My Eighty Years in Texas, 186-
187.

34Bondi reported that Buck enlisted in Federal service at Helena and became a
recruiting sergeant for the 1st Arkansas Colored regiment. Jonas H. Roe to Celina Roe,
May 15, 1863, Roe Papers; Bondi, “Personal Reminiscences,” 27, 29.

35Lt. McGehee, Company B, 21st Texas, survived long enough to be taken to a nearby
farmhouse, but he died before the day ended. Lts. William Anderson and Wellington Trip-
lett, Company G, 21st Texas, and Private Benton also died of their wounds. Priv. James R.
Angier, Company K, 21st Texas, was killed during the charge. Capt. Martin M. Kenny,
Company K, 21st Texas, was shot through his trachea, and Captain Hosbrook was severely
wounded. OR, vol. 22, pt. 1, p. 327; Bondi, “Personal Reminiscences,” 26; Walton, Epit-
ome of My Life, 57; Zuber, My Eighty Years in Texas, 187.
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over the battlefield when the 5th Illinois galloped into view, shouting,
yelling, and eager for the fight. Jenkins immediately ordered them to
take cover behind the trees and await developments. The colonel was
considering his options, when Carter opened fire with his artillery. The
shells exploded within the midst of the Federal cavalrymen but injured
no one. Realizing the superiority of the Confederate forces and having
discovered that Dobbin no longer blocked their southern escape route,
Jenkins thought it prudent to retreat to Hughes’ Ferry. The battle at
Mount Vernon had lasted less than one hour.

Jenkins ordered Maj. James Farnan, 5th Illinois, to cover their retreat
and burn all the bridges behind them to retard the Confederates pursuit.
He also ordered Farnan to take his best company and charge the Rebel
battery if the Texans pressed too closely. Farnan placed Company K, 5th

Illinois, in the rear of the column, while Company G, 5th Kansas, led the
rapidly retreating cavalrymen. The colonel called in the pickets, placed
the wounded in buggies taken from local residents, and started the col-
umn moving toward the ferry crossing. “[T]hen commenced our silent[,]
sullen but rapid retreat to the Languissto River. As we skedaddled down
the valley the whole road was lighted up by the burning corn, and barns,
and mills, we had fired but a few hours before. Should we fall into their
hands[,] we’d fare but midling,” prophesied one Illinois diarist.36

Jenkins arrived at the ferry crossing between ten and midnight, trav-
eling less than fifteen miles in five hours over roads very familiar to the
5th Kansas (the unit had been on numerous scouts as far north as Witts-
burg and knew the area and terrain from Madison south to Helena). It
was not a very rapid retreat, but it was a safe one because Carter did not
pursue. Marmaduke reported that the men and horses became ex-
hausted, and, on advice from his senior officers, Carter halted the col-
umn for rest. During that time, Carter explained, the Federals had
“moved rapidly to Hugh’s Ferry” and crossed the L’Anguille River. Ac-
cording to Sgt. William Zuber, 21st Texas, who conversed with Carter
while searching for wounded after the battle, Carter regretted his actions
at Mount Vernon: “I know that I erred in giving the orders [for separate

36Bondi, “Personal Reminiscences,” 27; John P. Mann to Nancy Mann, May 15,
1863, Mann Papers. Priv. William A. Skiles, 5th Illinois, recorded that his regiment had
been drawn up in line of battle in an open field during the fight. All other accounts place
the 5th Illinois in the saddle on their way to the battle. Skiles also wrote that Farnan
requested permission to charge the Rebel battery, though this seems unlikely. Farnan had
too much field experience to charge a superior force with artillery. William A. Skiles, Let-
ters to Home: A Collection of Letters of Civil War Union Soldier, William A. Skiles, Sep-
tember 1861 to November 1864, Christian County, Illinois (Taylorsville, IL: Christian
County Historical Society, 1998), 40.
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charges]. If I had conducted the whole brigade together in a general
charge and had pursued the enemy, we would have captured them. But
through my error, we have let them escape.” Zuber and the rest of the
regiment concurred with this assessment.37

The Federals may have despaired of escaping Confederate capture
when they realized the ferry at the L’Anguille had been sunk. Eventu-
ally, men from Company F, 5th Kansas, found a skiff on the eastern bank
and used it to cross the river and reconnoiter the western shore. Soon a
large fire illuminated both banks of the river, allowing Jenkins a good
assessment of their situation. He judged the waterway too strong and too
cold for the men to swim safely across—their only means of escape
would be a bridge. The men tore down log homes on the eastern bank
and used horse bridles, halters, and any other roping material available
to construct a floating bridge. The 5th Kansas began crossing about 3:00
A.M., with no more than five men on the bridge at a time, each man car-
rying his saddle and swimming his horse across the river.38

During the hours it took the Kansans to cross, the 5th Illinois got
some much needed sleep. They eventually began crossing the rickety
bridge around daylight. The Illinoisans were almost across when their
own Abner E. Hall, Company K of the rear guard, fired on a rebel scout,
the first one the Federals had seen since the battle. The Confederate
yelled out, “Halt you Yankee son of a b_tch!” Hall replied with a well
aimed shot that sent the Rebel reeling in his saddle, causing him to drop
his hat and shotgun and retreat. The K boys quickly retrieved the dis-
carded items. Thinking the scout would bring reinforcements, Company
K hurried their horses over with the last of the regiment setting foot on
the western bank around 10 A.M. The cavalrymen demolished the
bridge, retrieving their halters and bridles. One anxious Kansan remem-
bered, “We were not slow in fixing our bridles with the first reins com-
ing to hand, secured the halter straps pell mell and put forward,” eager
to leave the area. The column stopped a few miles west, ate breakfast,
and secured their horse accoutrements before jumping back in the sad-
dle. The Federals finally reached safety after a fourteen-hour retreat that
covered less than fifteen miles, plenty of time for the Confederates to
have pursued, overtaken, and captured the Union horsemen.39

37OR, vol. 22, pt. 1, pp. 236-237, 239, 326; Zuber, My Eighty Years in Texas, 187;
Bailey, Between the Enemy and Texas, 134-135.

38Bondi, “Personal Reminiscences,” 27-28; John P. Mann to Nancy Mann, May15,
1863, Mann Papers; George E. Flanders to brother, May 14, 1863, Flanders Papers.

39John P. Mann to Nancy Mann, May 15, 1863, Mann Papers; Bondi, “Personal Rem-
iniscences,” 28.
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Jenkins’s troops traveled to Marianna, where they met Rice’s infan-
try. The big question on everyone’s mind was the location and condition
of Clayton and the 1st Indiana. No one had heard anything from them for
more than twenty-four hours, and the men imagined the worst. The in-
fantry and cavalry moved to Jones’ plantation, located a few miles west
of Marianna. The men stripped the home of food, and “soon the boys
had a fine supper with plenty left for breakfast.” In the morning, the
Federals set fire to Jones’ corn pen, took his horses, mules, and supplies,
and freed his slaves.40

Leaving the plantation at noon, the Federals marched directly for
Helena, where they found Clayton and the 1st Indiana. The Hoosiers, it
seemed, had a stroke of luck at Seaburn’s Bridge. Dobbin had arrived in
the vicinity around 3:30 P.M. on May 11. Instead of attacking as ordered,
Dobbin left his men to visit Marmaduke for a consultation. The Helena
colonel did not arrive in his commander’s camp until after sunset, too
late for an attack. Marmaduke determined to strike at daylight and or-
dered Dobbin to place heavy guards on every road west of the bridge to
prevent Clayton’s escape. With Marmaduke’s men guarding the eastern
roads, the Hoosiers were trapped. After sunset, however, Clayton and
the 1st Indiana crossed Seaburn’s moving west on the Military Road,
then turned south heading for Helena. These were the same roads sup-
posedly guarded by Dobbin’s men. The Federals rode almost eight miles
before Dobbin knew the Hoosiers had left. Even after this realization,
Dobbin failed to pursue. Marmaduke commented, “Had proper spirit
and proper vigilance been displayed by Dobbin’s command, the whole
[Federal] force would, undoubtedly, have been captured. The enemy,
having fresh and far superior horses, with at least 16 miles’ advantage,
rendered pursuit useless.” Not only had Dobbin failed to pursue, Mar-
maduke reasoned, he had also failed to attack or destroy the bridge the
previous day. This caused the Confederate forces to remain separated,
which in turn, allowed both Federal forces to escape. Marmaduke be-
lieved Dobbin’s dereliction warranted investigation and punishment of
the “incompetent party.” Given that Carter had not pursued Jenkins’s
men with any enthusiasm, Marmaduke should have investigated both
his commanders.41

The Federal forces thwarted disaster by sheer luck. Priv. George
Flanders wondered, “How we escaped with so small a loss is past my
comprehension. The balls whistled wickedly[,] I tell you. Our escape
was truly miracleus.” Though Major Walker said “that some of the vol-

40John P. Mann to Nancy Mann, May 15, 1863, Mann Papers.
41OR, vol. 22, pt. 1, p. 326.
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leys the secesh fired were more teriffic than those at Wilsons Creek,” the
Federals sustained few casualties on May 11. Privates Wesley A. Hurd,
Company A, 5th Kansas, and Andrew Green, Company L, 1st Indiana,
died during battle. The cavalry left two severely wounded privates from
Company F, 5th Kansas, at Mt. Vernon: Joseph Plotts and probably
George Spain. The 5th Kansas had four others wounded, including Capt.
Henry Moore, Company F, and 2nd Lt. Mason Benjamin, Company H,
and two privates, James Hudson, Company K, and Andrew McInturff,
Company C. At Taylor’s Creek, the 1st Indiana lost two lieutenants to se-
rious wounds: William C. Wilhelm, Company A, was severely wounded
in the left leg, and C. A. Denneman, Company F, shattered his right tibia
from a canister blast. Priv. Samuel Roush, Company L, received several
dangerous wounds to the head, breast, and hand, and Andrew Wofcale,
Company L, took a rifle ball through his right calf. The 5th Illinois suf-
fered no casualties.42

Clayton’s defeat would have been a grand prize for Marmaduke. If
the Federals had lost the battles at Taylor’s Creek and Mount Vernon,
Marmaduke could have captured 35 percent of the Federal cavalry in
eastern Arkansas, including five of the best cavalry leaders at Helena:
Clayton, Jenkins, Pace, Farnan, and Walker. The Federal forces would
also have lost three cannon. Considering the animosity the Confederates
felt toward the 5th Kansas, especially its commanding officers, the cap-
tured Federals may have watched the rest of the war from a military
prison or may not have seen the end of the war at all, if the local white
population had any say in the matter. That would have left Bussey with
one other viable brigade leader, Lt. Col. Benjamin L. Wiley, 5th Illi-
nois.43

The loss of Clayton’s cavalry, some 950 men, would have gravely
weakened the defense of Helena. Grant was already short of cavalry, and
none could have been spared from the Vicksburg campaign for the de-

42George E. Flanders to brother, May 14, 1863, Flanders Papers; Joseph K. Barnes,
The Medical and Surgical History of the Civil War, 12 vols. (1870; reprint, Wilmington:
Broadfoot Publishing, 1991), 7: lxxv; Supplement to OR, Part II, vol. 15, p. 179; Zuber,
My Eighty Years in Texas, 187; Report of the Adjutant General of the State of Kansas
(Leavenworth: Bulletin Co-Operative Printing, 1867), vol. 1, pp. 293, 311, 329, 335, 337,
345, 351. The Indiana Adjutant General listed Privates Andrew Wolfcale and Samuel
Roush, both of Company L, 1st Indiana, as “unaccounted for,” meaning they probably died
of their wounds; Report of the Adjutant General of the State of Indiana, 8 vols. (Indianap-
olis: Samuel M. Douglass, 1867), 8: 116-117.

43OR, vol. 24, pt. 3, p. 249. Prentiss had 1,806 cavalry present for duty and 2,678
aggregate present and absent as of April 30, 1863. If Clayton’s men had been captured,
Prentiss would have lost 52.6 percent of his cavalry present for duty. Though Majs. Abel
H. Seley and Thomas A. Apperson, 5th Illinois, were capable leaders, they may not have
had sufficient experience for brigade command.
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fense of the strategic Arkansas river port. Though Confederates might
not have held Helena for very long due to Federal naval superiority,
even its temporary loss would doubtlessly have hindered Grant’s efforts
at Vicksburg and had grave consequences for the many escaped slaves
gathered in the town.

Instead, the Confederates and the local white population suffered
during Clayton’s expedition. The Federals claimed to have destroyed one
hundred thousand bushels of corn, fifty thousand pounds of meat, and
tons of hay and fodder. The local population saw Clayton’s men burn
thousands of dollars worth of personal property, including a steam mill
from which the Rebels drew their supply of flour. The Union cavalrymen
also “brought off all the mules and Negros that we could find.” The Fed-
erals maintained their hold in eastern Arkansas, avoiding disaster
through the incompetence of Confederate leaders and the leadership and
fighting ability of the 5th Kansas Cavalry. “A braver or better Reg than
the 5 Cansas can not be found,” declared one Illinois soldier. The Kan-
sans credited their officers with the victory: “Great praise is due to the
field officers. Lt. Col. Jenkins was in the front[,] mounted and behaved
nobly. Maj. Walker was a[s] cool as usual in a fight . . . . We whipped the
[R]ebls badly.”44

44 Supplement to OR, Part I, vol. 4, p. 129; Jonas H. Roe to Celina Roe, May 15,
1863, Roe Papers; George E. Flanders to brother, May 14, 1863, Flanders Papers.




